
JANUARY 4, 2026
9:30 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE

Prelude We Three Kings
Beautiful Star of Bethlehem

Opening Prayer

* Call to Worship Psalm 47 (p. 553)

* God’s Greeting 2 Peter 1:2

* Song of Praise How Bright Appears the Morning Star Gray 357

Preparation to Receive the Lord’s Supper (p. 976)

Assurance of Pardon Romans 5:1-11 (p. 1093)

* Song of Response Blessed Assurance: Jesus Is Mine Gray 490

God’s Will for Our Lives Exodus 20:1-17 (p. 73)

Congregational Prayer

Offering World Renew
     Offertory There’s a Song in the Air

Installation of Elders (Gray p. 1004)

* Song of Preparation Christ Is the King and He Shall Reign Gray 359

* Scripture Matthew 2:1-18 (p. 934)

Sermon The Kings of the Jews

* Song of Dedication Crown Him with Many Crowns Gray 410

* Benediction Romans 15:13; 16:20b

* Doxology God, the Father of Your People Gray 322

* Postlude As with Gladness Men of Old

* Please stand, if able



JANUARY 4, 2026
4:55 P.M. WORSHIP SERVICE

Song Service Abide with Me Blue 642
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms Blue 575
Nearer, Still Nearer Blue 567

Opening Prayer

* Call to Worship Psalm 103:1-5 (p. 587)

* God’s Greeting 2 Corinthians 13:14

* Song of Praise The Church’s One Foundation Gray 502

* Confession of Faith Apostles’ Creed (in unison, Gray back cover)

Evening Prayer

Offering ThereforeGo Ministries

* Song of Preparation When We Walk with the Lord Gray 548

* Scripture James 2:14-24 (p. 1173)

Heidelberg Catechism Q/A 20-21 (p. 867)

Sermon A Matter of Death and Life

* Song of Dedication If You But Trust in God to Guide You Gray 446

* Benediction from Hebrews 13

* Doxology Abide with Us, Our Savior Gray 565

* Postlude

* Please stand, if able



January 4, 2026

Welcome to the Peoria Christian Reformed Church.  On this first Sunday of a new year, we offer praise “to
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or
fade – kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation
that is ready to be revealed in the last time.”  1 Peter 1:3-5 (NIV)

TODAY NEXT SUNDAY

Greeters Glen & Sandy Fynaardt
Dennis & Donna Van Wyk

Elders

Missionary
Correspondents

Gifford - Calvin Bandstra; Ippel - Alyson De Bruin; 
Mark & JinHee - Daryl Bouwkamp; Vander Wal - Deb Bruxvoort

Morning Prayer
Team

Linda Franje
Sarah Vande Voort

Kathy Franje
Sandy Vander Hart

Nursery Attendants a.m.  Lynda Veenstra, Marleigh De Boer
p.m.  Nicole Vos, Jocelyn Veenstra

a.m.  Greta Vos, Hudson Fynaardt
p.m.  Carmen Reitsma, Luke Fynaardt

Offering a.m.  World Renew
p.m.  ThereforeGo Ministries

a.m.  Liberia / Ivory Coast Ministries
         Benevolent Fund (Communion)
p.m.  Ruth Harbor Ministries

TODAY

This morning we will install Daryl Bouwkamp and Frank Reitsma in the office of elder.  We give thanks for
the service of Glen Fynaardt and Henry Vande Voort.

Please join us as we fellowship over a cup of coffee or lemonade after the morning worship service.

Church School classes will meet after the morning service and dismiss at 11:30.  Preschool and adult
classes meet in the church basement; classes for grades K-8 meet in the school; high school class meets in
the youth building.  Visitors are welcome!  Offering: Christian school tuition for children of Tesoros de Dios
director (Andrew & Ruth Ippel, Nicaragua)

The Fellowship Committee will be serving a light meal after our worship service this evening.  Please plan
to join us for fellowship on this first Sunday of 2026!

Home Builders will meet after the fellowship meal.  (Lesson 5)

CALENDAR

Monday 6:30 p.m. Council Meeting
Tuesday 7:00 p.m. Bible Searchers, Chapter 10 (Jeremiah 31)
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. Cadets

7:00 p.m. GOLD
7:00 p.m. Youth Group

NEXT WEEK

Next Sunday we plan to celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  This week let us evaluate our love for
God and one another.  Let us remember to pray for the Holy Spirit to show us our sin and then trust that our
sins are forgiven because of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.  Then, when we come to take of the Lord’s Supper,
it will be a celebration of our forgiveness and God’s love in our lives.



Vespers communion will be provided at 4:30 p.m. in the Council room for those who are not able to
participate in the morning celebration.

Next Sunday, Pastor David will begin a new Adult Sunday School study, “An Introduction to Biblical
Eschatology”.  The first lesson will consider some principles of biblical interpretation, especially as they apply
to prophetic passages, with a focus on Genesis 2:15-3:19.  For those who plan to attend, please read the
passage ahead of time.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The 2025 Year in Review video shown last week has been posted to the church website.  If you did not
attend or if you wish to see it again, you’re encouraged to view it at www.peoriacrc.org (home page under
“News”).  And if you’re looking for something to do during the cold winter months, you can enjoy memories of
blessings from years gone by since 2008 by clicking on Communications ~ Live Stream Recordings ~ Year in
Review Videos. 

Have you picked up your 2026 Peoria CRC anniversary/birthday calendar from the east basement table? 
This year’s cover design was colored by Ruth Vander Hart.  The message “The Joy of the Lord Is My
Strength” is even more meaningful when you consider that Ruth spends most of her day in bed in a care
facility.  Yet each day she prays through the church directory.  Our church family is blessed by Ruth’s ministry
of prayer, and we thank God for her example and testimony!  You are welcome to help yourself to one
calendar per household.  Please consider returning your 2025 calendar to the box on the same table for
recycling the paper and for reusing the comb binders.

Please make additions or deletions to the nursery attendant sign-up sheet on the basement table by January
11.  Nursery attendants must be in the 5th grade or older.

Family visits scheduled for this week follow.  All calls will begin at 7:00 p.m. and last approximately one hour.
< Jan 6, Fynaardt & Reitsma: Dennis Veenstra, Bernie Veenstra
< Jan 6, Pastor & Vander Hart: Kody Roos, Gary Jochems
< Jan 7, Bouwkamp & Fopma: Glen Fynaardt, Bob Bruxvoort

At our family visits, the elders will be focusing on Romans 12:9-13.  Thank you for taking the time to reflect on
this passage.  Topics for discussion may include one or more of the following questions:

< While Paul endured several afflictions, even one which God would not take away, he viewed God as the
source of ultimate comfort.  Have you found that to be true?  Have you had opportunity to offer comfort to
others?

< Is it difficult to be joyful in trials, even when God requires it?
< Which of these admonitions are easiest to put into practice?  Which ones take more effort?  In what ways

could our church family encourage one another to carry out these admonitions?

The Cadets invite anyone to purchase a pine derby car to race in open class at our spring pancake supper. 
Cost is $4.  Please contact Byron Vander Molen if interested.

JANUARY 11 OFFERINGS:
< Our morning offering will be received for the Liberia / Ivory Coast Ministry of Rev. Joseph Zarway.  The

ministry includes rebuilding churches, pastor training, establishing farm plots for each church, and
providing for some food and medical needs.

< Our evening offering will be received for Ruth Harbor Ministries, Christ-centered homes in Des Moines
and Carlisle where God’s love transforms lives from surviving to thriving for mothers experiencing
pregnancy and mothers parenting young children.

DECEMBER RECEIPTS:
Pella Community Food Shelf . . . . . . . . . . . . $509.00
Many Hands for Haiti . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 478.00
Samaritan’s Purse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 991.00
Peoria Youth Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 790.00
PATTH (Byron VM / Jan W). . . . . . . . . . . . 2,572.25
Pella Christian Schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 970.00

Wycliffe Bible Translators . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,032.00
Resonate Global Mission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 630.00
Crossroads Prison Ministries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 458.00
Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47.25
Building Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 220.00
General Fund. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,758.00

http://www.peoriacrc.org


Monthly amount needed to fulfill 2025 General Fund budget obligation: $15,702.42
Year-to-date amount needed to fulfill 2025 General Fund budget obligation: $188,429.00
Year-to-date 2025 General Fund budget receipts: $183,204.04

OFFERING SCHEDULE:
Jan 11 a.m. Liberia / Ivory Coast Ministries

Benevolent Fund (Communion) p.m.  Ruth Harbor Ministries
Jan 18 a.m. Pella Pro-Life p.m.  Focus on the Family
Jan 25 a.m. Peoria Cadets p.m.  Resonate Global Mission
Feb  1 a.m. Missionary Support p.m.  Tent Schools International

JANUARY USHERS:
East Door a.m.: Dan De Bruin, Bryce De Vries, Andrew Veenstra

p.m.: Marshall Fynaardt, Leon Veldhuizen
West Door a.m.: Jon Klyn; p.m.: Gary Jochems
Elevator a.m.: Wynne Veenstra; p.m.:  Norman De Jong
Substitute a.m.: Dale Rozendaal; p.m.: Harlan De Boer

CHURCH FAMILY

Bob Bruxvoort had emergency hip replacement surgery Tuesday afternoon.  The surgery was successful,
and Bob returned home on Wednesday afternoon to begin recuperation.  We pray for his complete
restoration.

On January 8, Dale Rozendaal will have back surgery to relieve pain he has been experiencing.  Pray for skill
for medical staff, successful surgery, and complete healing.

SCHOOL NOTES

The rescheduled Peoria Christian School Culver’s Night is planned for Tuesday, January 13, 4:30-7:30
p.m.  During those hours, our 5th-8th grade students will be serving, and a portion of the sales and all tips will
benefit Peoria Christian School.  Please join us for an evening of good food and fellowship!

REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pella Community Food Shelf thanks you for your generosity through donations, volunteers, and prayer,
which has made a tremendous impact on the families in our community.  We looking forward to continued
partnership with your congregation in 2026!  An updated list of the items we are most in need of right now to
help keep our shelves stocked for the months ahead include:
< Kitchen Condiments & Flavor Boosters: Ketchup, Mustard, Mayo, Salad Dressings, Seasoning packets

(taco, chili, gravy, etc.)
< Quick Comfort Meals: Canned Soup, Soup Crackers, Canned Chicken, Skillet Meals
< Household & Health Heroes: Kleenex, Paper Towels, Toilet Paper
Thank you for helping us bless our neighbors!



PEORIA CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
2025 In Retrospect

PROFESSIONS OF FAITH
April 13 Andrew J. Veenstra
November 2 Benjamin Van Wyngarden

VOWS SAID TO GOD AND EACH OTHER
July 26 Adrienne Vander Molen & Elijah Boldan

WENT TO HEAVEN TO BE WITH THE LORD
January 15 Lois Klyn
April 10 Keith Van Ee

THOSE WHO JOINED OUR CHURCH FAMILY
September 28 David & Lynda Swinney

THOSE WHO LEFT OUR CHURCH FAMILY
December 28 Mitchell Fopma to Walnut Creek Church, Des Moines, IA


